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PREAMBLE

The 12th African Rotavirus Symposium (ARS) was held at the Emperors Palace Convention Centre (https://www.
emperorspalace.com/conferences-and-events/conference-overview) in Johannesburg, South Africa, from 30th 
July 2019 to the 1st August 2019.  It was hosted by the South African Medical Research Council (SAMRC) (www.
mrc.ac.za). The symposium coincided with the 20th anniversary of the African Rotavirus Network (AfrRN) and the 
50th anniversary of the SAMRC.

This biennial event - organised under the auspices of the AfrRN - has over the years grown from a half-day 
symposium to now a 3-day global event as it continues to shape the agenda of rotavirus research and prevention 
globally, attracting key international opinion leaders in diarrheal diseases. The AfrRN is a regional network of 
institutions conducting research on paediatric diarrhoeal diseases in collaboration with the World Health 
Organisation African Regional Office (WHO AFRO), Ministries of Health and other partners.

The AfrRN began in 1998 in response to the need to address diarrhoeal disease, which was a continental disease 
that was under-researched in Africa. In particular, there was a crucial need to determine rotavirus burden of 
disease, the diversity of circulating strains, and increase awareness around rotavirus disease in Africa. The first 
ARS was held in South Africa in 2000 and since then several more symposia were held in several African countries. 
The previous two meetings were held in Lilongwe, Malawi in 2017 and in Bamako, Mali in 2015.

The ARS series is aimed at bringing African rotavirus researchers, policy-makers, clinicians, public health practitioners 
and health officials together to share ideas, expertise and learning across organizations and countries in the areas of 
rotavirus vaccine introduction, vaccine impact and diarrhoeal disease prevention and control in Africa. The AfrRN also 
established the African Rotavirus Surveillance Network (AfrRSN) in 1999 to conduct research to facilitate evidence-
based decision making on the introduction of rotavirus vaccines in the African region and to create a platform to study 
the impact of the rotavirus vaccine on diarrhoea post-introduction. The AfrRSN is a regional network of institutions 
and Ministries of Health conducting core surveillance on diarrhoeal diseases in children, which depends entirely on 
effective National Surveillance Programmes. The WHO AFRO (Congo, Brazzaville) currently coordinates the AfrRSN.
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SYMPOSIUM THEME

The theme of the 12th ARS was:

“A decade of rotavirus 
vaccination in Africa – Saving 
lives and changing the face of 

diarrhoeal disease”

OBJECTIVES

The key objectives of the 12th ARS were:
•  Review and share global epidemiological trends on rotavirus diarrhoea.
•   Share progress and experiences on rotavirus vaccine introduction, impact and safety monitoring in African 

countries.
•   Enable networking for research, academia and career growth among rotavirus researchers and program 

implementers.
•  Review and shape agenda for research/surveillance on other diarrhoeal pathogens.

SYMPOSIUM SPONSORS

The symposium was sponsored by the following organisations:
• World Health Organisation (WHO)
• Bill & Melinda Gates foundation (BMGF), USA
• South African Medical Research Council (SAMRC), South Africa
• PATH, USA
• Centers for Diseases Control and Prevention (CDC), USA
• GlaxoSmithKline (GSK), Belgium
• Bharat Biotech International (BBI) Ltd, India
• Serum Institute of India (SII)
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INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The members of the symposium International Scientific Advisory Committee (ISAC) are shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Members of the 12th ARS International Scientific Committee
Name Organisation Country

Dr Duncan Steele (Chair) BMGF USA

Prof Jeffrey Mphahlele SAMRC South Africa

Dr Jason Mwenda WHO AFRO Congo

Dr George Armah Noguchi Memorial Institute for Medical Research (University of Ghana) Ghana

Dr Clint Pecenka PATH USA

Dr Khuzwayo Jere Malawi-Liverpool-Wellcome Clinical Research Programme, University of 
Malawi

Malawi

Dr Jacqueline Tate US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Atlanta USA

Prof Fredrick Were University of Nairobi Kenya

Prof Amorissani Folquet University Center of Cocody and President of the Association of African 
Pediatric Societies

 Côte d’Ivoire

Dr Carl Kirkwood BMGF USA

Dr Umesh Parashar CDC Atlanta USA

Dr Debbie Atherly PATH USA

LOCAL ORGANISING COMMITTEE

The members of the symposium Local Organising Committee (LoC) are shown in Table 2.

Table 2: Members of the 12th ARS Local Organising Committee 
Name Organisation Country

Prof Jeffrey Mphahlele 
(Symposium Chair)

SAMRC South Africa

Prof Mapaseka Seheri Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University South Africa

Prof Nicola Page National Institute for Communicable Diseases, a Division of the National 
Health Laboratory Services

South Africa

Dr Pieter Bos Formerly from Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University South Africa

Dr Jason Mwenda WHO AFRO Congo 

Dr George Armah Noguchi Memorial Institute for Medical Research (University of Ghana) Ghana

Dr Khuzwayo Jere Malawi-Liverpool-Wellcome Clinical Research Programme, University of 
Malawi

Malawi

Dr Michelle Groome University of the Witwatersrand South Africa

Dr Martin Nyaga University of the Free State South Africa
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SECRETARIAT

The members of the symposium Secretariat are shown in Table 3.

Table 3: Members of the 12th ARS Secretariat
Name Organisation Country

Dr Niresh Bhagwandin SAMRC South Africa

Ms Arlene Smith SAMRC South Africa

Ms Mandy Salomo SAMRC South Africa

Ms Kefiloe Masemola SAMRC South Africa

SYMPOSIUM DELEGATES

Three-hundred and twenty-seven (327) delegates registered to participate in the symposium. Of these, 277 
attended.  Delays in obtaining visas and/or late visa applications were/was the primary reason for the no show.

Annexure A contains the list of the delegates by name, organization, email address, country, delegate and 
sponsorship.

A list of delegates from 40 countries (excluding 7 delegates whose name of country was not captured) participated 
in the symposium. The delegates by country is shown in Figure 1:

Figure 1: Number of delegates by country

The list of delegates by institution is shown in Annexure B.
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SYMPOSIUM DELEGATE SPONSORSHIP

Sponsorship was made available to delegates, mainly those from African countries. The sponsorship included 
symposium attendance, return economy class flights, single occupancy accommodation and meals for the 
duration of the conference.

In total, 119 delegates were funded from sponsorship monies as indicated in Annexure A.

REGISTRATION AND ABSTRACTS

The call for registration opened on 26 February 2019 and closed on 13 May 2019.  However, several late registrations 
were accepted.

Abstracts were invited in the subject areas shown below. In order to get a good balance of presentations for each 
subject area, delegates were requested to select up to 3 subject areas (sub-themes) that best categorized their 
research. 

One-hundred and seventy-three (173) abstracts were received as follows:
•   Epidemiology and disease burden (100)
•   Molecular epidemiology of rotavirus strains (66)
•   Implementation of vaccines in Africa (75)
•   Vaccine development and safety (35)
•   Vaccine policy in Africa (25)
•   Health economics of rotavirus (14)
•   Advances in rotavirus research (46)
•   Understanding diarrheal pathogens in Africa (51)
•   Virology/strain diversity (65)
•   New rotavirus vaccines and approaches to vaccination (34)
•   The abstracts were collected and divided among the ISAC members, who reviewed it, scored it (score sheet 

attached – Annexure C) and recommended an oral or poster presentation.

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME SESSIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

Oral scientific presentations were made in the sessions listed below:
•   Rotavirus burden of disease and epidemiology in Africa
•   Understanding diarrhoeal disease and enteric pathogens in Africa
•   Molecular epidemiology and rotavirus strain diversity in Africa
•   Rotavirus vaccine implementation in Africa
•   Rotavirus vaccine development updates
•   Scientific advances in rotavirus research in Africa
•   The economic and public health impact of rotavirus vaccines in Africa
•   Vaccine policy and decision-making in Africa

There were 39 oral scientific presentations and 139 poster presentations.  
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SYMPOSIUM SPECIAL SESSION

A special session was included in the symposium programme to celebrate the Rotavirus Network 20th anniversary 
and the 50th anniversary of the SAMRC.  The theme of the session was:

“A decade of rotavirus 
vaccination in Africa”

The panelists in this session were Dr Joe Phaahla (Deputy Minister of Health, SA), Glenda Gray (SAMRC), Duncan 
Steele (BMGF), Jason Mwenda (WHO AFRO), Veronica Denti (GAVI), George Armah (AfrRN) and Yin Yin Aung 
(UNICEF).  The panel was moderated by Dr Michael Mol. 

The overall objectives of the panel discussion were: 
i.  To build on the previous successes of accelerating rotavirus vaccine introduction in the remaining Africa 

countries and beyond 
ii.  To highlight major achievements of the African Rotavirus Network in the last 20 years 
iii.  To strengthen collaboration in the field of vaccination and exchange best immunisation practices amongst key 

stakeholders 
iv. To support key advocacy strategies of improving childhood vaccination coverage in Africa. 

POST EVENT METRICS FROM APP

The app vendor provided the following snapshot of the “big numbers” from the app as at 13 Aug 2019: 
•   Users – Total number of unique uses across devices  - 181
•   All Engagement – Total number of actions across all users taken with the app (i.e. sessions, speakers, 

exhibitors… etc.) – 6.41k
•   User Contributors – Total number of attendee messages and social shares – 1.16k
•   Minutes Open – Total time spent in minutes, users used the app – 5.83k
•   Navigation Icon Taps – Total number of taps for all navigation icons – 3.76k

Based on the app metrics section of the Event Center, the vendor was very pleased to see “how the app did 
onsite” and indicated that the above “numbers are a testament to the event’s organisers marketing tactics and 
fantastic efforts promoting downloads before and during the event”.

SYMPOSIUM EVALUATION RESULTS

The feedback from delegates via the app is shown below.  There were 45 valid responses.



8 REPORT ON THE 12TH AFRICAN ROTAVIRUS SYMPOSIUM 2019

Figure 2: Evaluation of the scientific programme

Figure 5: Evaluation of the symposium app

Figure 3: Evaluation of the symposium management

Figure 4: Evaluation of the symposium venue

EVALUATION RESULTS OF SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME
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Overall rating of poster presentations

Rating of the overall conference programme
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EVALUATION RESULTS OF SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME

Did you upload the app on
your tablet or mobile phone?

Was the App application useful and informative?

Did you receive the app notifications?
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EVALUATION RESULT OF SYMPOSIUM MANAGEMENT

What is your rating of the 
overall event management?
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EVALUATION RESULT OF SYMPOSIUM VENUE
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The challenges experienced by delegates are shown in Table 4.

Table 4: Challenges experienced by delegates
Challenges experienced # of occurences

No (includes None, N/A, Anything, None at all, Nothing particularly) 25

Language (includes Translator) 2

The hotel kept us for more than 3 hours before check in.  1

Positioning of screens for prenters & place lab top by the podium (sic) 1

Reimbursement should be in US dollars to avoid loss of value for money used by delegates 1

Hard to find where lunch and dinner were - more info/map would have been good 1

The improvements suggested by delegates for future events are shown in Table 5.

Table 5: Improvements suggested for future events
Improvements suggested for future events # of occurences

None (includes ‘No need to improve just keep it up’, ‘Keep it up’, ‘All was well’,  ‘Keep it up’, 
‘Everything was on top’, ‘Done’))

8

Translation 4

Prof Jeff and team are wonderful. I ask them to be ready to mentor next host so that at worst to be 
like the SA symposium 

1

Poster presentation can be programmed like daily 1

Pharmaceutical companies should be challenged to invest in African reasearch and to support 
Africa to develop and produce local products 

1

Less food 1

Conserve this highest level if préparation ans management, put all of communications on the 
plateforme (sic)

1

Start planing early at least 1.5 years in advance 1

Pharmaceuticals and industry players for vaccines being introduced should not fund the 
Symposium to avoid Bias and influencing output 

1

If funds are available, conference bags, carpet on stage 1

An additional session on basic science would be nice 1

Perhaps have some form of mentorship programme for young scientists 1
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ANNEXURE B: LIST OF DELEGATES BY ORGANISATION

Institution No. of 
delegates

Abuth Zaria 1

Aga khan University 2

Ahmadu Bello University Teaching Hospital, Shika Zaria 1

Albert Royer Paediatric Hospital Laboratory 1

Amsterdam Institute for Global Health and Development, University of Amsterdam 1

Anatech 1

Aspen/GSK 1

Bacteriology Virology Laboratory of Teaching Hospital of Yopougon 1

Bharat Biotech International Ltd 7

Biovac 2

BMGF 3

Caritas Baby Hospital 1

Center for Vaccine Development 1

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 13

Centre for Enteric Diseases National Institute for Communicable Diseases 1

Centre for Infectious Disease Research, Zambia 7

Centre Hospitalier Universitaire Pediatrique Charles de Gaulle de Ouagadougou 1

Centre Mere et Enfant de la Fondation Chantal Biya 1

Chris Hani Baragwanath Hospital 1

Clinton Health Access Initiative 1

Cochrane South Africa, SAMRC 1

Department of Science and Technology, South Africa 2

Department of the Ghana Health Service 1

Diarrhoeal Pathogens Research Unit, Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University 1

Directeur de la Prévention par la Vaccination 1

Directeur Général Point focal du Laboratoire de référence Rotavirus 1

Dodowa Health Research Centre 1

Durban University of Technology and University of the Free State 1

Embu Level V Hospital, Kenya 1

Emory University 1

Eswatini Health Laboratory Services 1

Ethiopian Public Health Institute 1

European  Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership 1

Expanded Program on Immunization 1

Federal Medical Center Asaba 1

Federal Ministry of Health 1

Fogarty International Center, National Institutes of Health 1

Futurehands 1

GAVI 1
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Institution No. of 
delegates

Gestionnaire de donnée à la Direction de la Prévention par la Vaccination 1

Ghana Health Service 1

GSK 10

GSK Biologicals 2

GSK Pharmaceuticals 2

GSK Vaccines, Belgium 1

Hello Doctor 1

Higher Institute of Medical Techniques of Lubumbashi 1

Hopital Pediatrique de Kalembe Lembe 2

Immunization programme 1

Imperial College London 1

Institut National de Recherche Biomedical 1

Institut Pasteur de Bangui 2

Institute of Child Health, University of Nigeria Teaching Hospital 1

Institute of Primate Research 3

Instituto Nacional de Saúde (INS), Mozambique 2

International Vaccine Access Center, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 1

John Snow, Inc 4

Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health 1

KEMRI 6

Kenya Institute of Primate Research 1

Kenyatta National Hospital 1

Kigali University Teaching Hospital 1

Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital (KATH) 1

Laboratory 1

LSHTM 1

Malawi Liverpool Wellcome Trust Clinical Research Programme 5

Mbagathi County Hospital 1

Medical Research Council Unit The Gambia at the London School of Hygiene  Tropical Medicine 1

Minister of Health. Teaching hospital of Yopougon Abidjan . Department of pediatric surgery 1

Ministry of Health 6

Ministry of Health and Child Care 1

Ministry of Health and Sanitary 1

Ministry of Health, Togo 1

Ministry of Health, Madagascar 1

Ministry of Health, Palestine 1

Ministry of Health, Uganda 1

Ministry of Health, eSwatini 1

Ministry of Health, Zanzibar 1

Ministry of Public Health 1

Ministry of Public Health Madagascar 1
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Institution No. of 
delegates

MoH Benin 1

National Health Institute 1

National Health Laboratory 1

National Institute for Communicable Diseases 3

National Institute for Communicable Diseases & University of the Witwatersrand School of Public Health 1

National Institute of Health 1

National Institute of Health Mozambique 2

National Laboratory of Public Health, Benin 1

National Primary Health Care Development Agency 1

NHLS/TAD & University of Pretoria 1

NICD 1

Nigeria Immunization Technical Advisory Group (NGI-TAG) 1

Noguchi Memorial Institute for Medical Research, University of Ghana       5

North West University 5

North West University Potchefstroom Biochemistry dep. 1

OMS 1

Palestinian Ministry of Health 1

PATH 11

Pédiatre, coordonnateur du site Rota de l’hôpital pédiatrique 1

Professor of Pediatrics & Child Health, University of Nairobi 1

Ravin/JSI     1

Research Consultant 2

Respiratory and Meningeal Pathogens Research Unit, Wits 1

Rostropovich Vishneskaya Foundation 1

SAMRC 4

School of Public Health University of Health and Allied Sciences 1

SCT Consulting 1

Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University 8

Self employee 1

Serum Institute of India Private Limited 5

South African Vaccination and Immunization Center (SAVIC) 1

ANNEXURE B: LIST OF DELEGATES BY ORGANISATION
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Institution No. of 
delegates

Student Technical University 1

Suru Lere Hospital 1

The Biovac Institute 1

The Technical University of Kenya 1

Uganda Virus Research Institute 1

UNICEF Supply Division 1

University Center of Cocody and  President of the Association of African Pediatric Societies 1

University Felix Houphouet Boigny Abidjan 1

University Hospital Sahloul 1

University Mohammed V 1

University of Benin Teaching Hospital 1

University of Dedougou 1

University of Dodoma 1

University of Ghana 1

University of Ilorin Teaching Hospital 1

University of Liverpool 1

University of Malawi, College of Medicine 2

University of Maryland School of Medicine 1

University of Pretoria 3

University of the Free State 10

University of the Free State Next Generation Sequencing Unit 1

University of the Witwatersrand 2

University of Zimbabwe 2

University Ouaga1Pr Joseph KI ZEBO 1

University Teaching Hospitals 1

WHO Country office 1

WHO Regional Office for Africa Brazzaville Republic of Congo 1

WHO supported Rotavirus Sentinel Site Enugu Nigeria 1

Wits Reproductive Health and HIV Institute (WITS RHI)    1

WHO 14

Unknown 8
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ANNEXURE C: 12TH ARS - ABSTRACT REVIEW FORM

Static Questions

Abstract Number: (This information gets generated from the abstract form)
Abstract Title: (This information gets generated from the abstract form)
Abstract Content: (This information gets generated from the abstract form)
Do you have a conflict of interest: YES/NO (Compulsory question to be answered by reviewer)
Is this topic/abstract in your area of expertise: YES/NO (Compulsory question to be answered by reviewer)
Please provide comments to motivate your score and recommendation: (Question to be answered by reviewer – 
not compulsory)

Dynamic Questions 

Abstract assessment:
Provide an overall rating for each set of review questions listed using the following scale:

1 = Poor/incomplete   2 = Fair   3 = Good   4 = Very good   5 = Excellent

Score
out of 5

Relevance to the 12th ARS 2019 Symposium: “A decade of rotavirus vaccination in Africa”
•  Does the abstract address the ARS 2019 Symposium key theme?
•  Is it likely that the presentation will be of interest to the Symposium participants?

1   2   3   4   5
1   2   3   4   5

Clarity of purpose and objectives of the study/programme/policy:
•  Are the objectives of the study clear and well presented?
•  Is a short summary/synopsis of the issue(s) presented?

1   2   3   4   5
1   2   3   4   5

Appropriateness of the methodology and design:
•  Is the data analysis and interpretation appropriate?
•  Is the methodology used appropriately?

1   2   3   4   5
1   2   3   4   5

Significance of the study/programme/policy:
•  Are the study/programme/policy findings significant?
•  Are the conclusions well supported and appropriate?
•  Is the study/programme/policy innovative and original? Does it provide new insights in this area of 

research and innovation?

1   2   3   4   5
1   2   3   4   5

1   2   3   4   5

Contribution of the study:
•  Contributes to new knowledge/new/upgraded service delivery/new techniques or practice 
•  Provides recommendations for future studies
•  Based in LMICs/resource poor settings

1   2   3   4   5
1   2   3   4   5
1   2   3   4   5

Reviewer recommendations:

Oral presentation Yes    No    

Poster presentation Yes    No    

Panel presentation Yes    No    

In this space the abstract text will appear (please note that only the abstract title and text will be visible.  
Names of author(s) and co-authors as well as their affiliations will not be included.)
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ANNEXURE D: 12TH ARS PROGRAMME

AFRICAN 
ROTAVIRUS

12TH

A DECADE OF ROTAVIRUS VACCINATION IN AFRICA
SAVING LIVES AND CHANGING 

THE FACE OF DIARRHOEAL 
DISEASE

EMPERORS PALACE  JOHANNESBURG  30 JULY – 1 AUGUST 2019
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TUESDAY, 30 JULY 2019

08:00 – 09:00 Registration & Tea/Coffee

09:00 – 10:30 SESSION 1: 
OPENING CEREMONY

Moderators: 
Jeffrey Mphahlele, SAMRC and Jason Mwenda, WHO AFRO

Welcome remarks – Symposium Chair - Jeffrey Mphahlele, SAMRC

Remarks – Umesh Parashar, CDC; Duncan Steele, BMGF; Jason Mwenda, WHO AFRO 
and Deborah Atherly, PATH.

Third Professor Duncan Steele Lecture Series – George Armah, Noguchi Institute of 
Medical Research/University of Ghana

10:30 – 11:00 REFRESHMENTS & POSTER PRESENTATIONS

11:00 – 13:00 SESSION 2: 
ROTAVIRUS BURDEN OF DISEASE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY IN AFRICA 

Moderators: 
Adam Cohen, WHO and Nicola Page, NICD

11:00 - 11:25 Fred Were, University of Nairobi - Integrated control and prevention of diarrhea in 
children in Africa 

11:25 - 11:50 Jacqueline Tate, CDC, USA - Global Rotavirus disease burden

11:50 – 12:10 Aybuke Koyuncu, Centre for Infectious Diseases Research (CIDRZ), Zambia – 
Nutritional status and the prevalence of rotavirus diarrhea among children  in Zambia 

12:10 – 12:30 Jason Mwenda, WHO AFRO, Congo – Progress of the rotavirus vaccine introduction 
and impact on rotavirus hospitalizations among children under 5 in Africa 

12:30 – 13:00 Discussion

13:00 – 14:00 LUNCH & POSTER PRESENTATION

14:00 – 15:30 SESSION 3: 
UNDERSTANDING DIARRHEAL DISEASE AND ENTERIC PATHOGENS IN AFRICA

Moderators: 
Jacqueline Tate, CDC and Roma Chilengi, CIDRZ

14:00 - 14:25 Adam Cohen, WHO Switzerland - Etiology of diarrhea in hospitalized children 
under 5 years of age in Africa: Preliminary results from the first 2 years of the 
GPDSN, 2017-2018 

14:25 - 14:45 Karen Kotloff, University of Maryland, USA  – Etiology and adverse clinical 
consequences of moderate-to-severe diarrhea among children under 5 in three sub-
Saharan African countries post-rotavirus vaccine introduction 
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14:45 - 15:05 Caroline Chisenga, Centre of Infectious Disease Research (CIDRZ), Zambia - 
Aetiology of diarrhoea in children under five in Zambia detected using luminex xTAG 
gastrointestinal pathogen panel 

15:05 - 15:25 Mapaseka Seheri, Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University, South Africa - Enteric 
pathogens associated with diarrhoeal outbreak in Botswana and Eswatini in 2018

15:25 - 15:30 Discussion – highlighting some specific posters in this section

15:30 – 16:00 REFRESHMENTS & POSTER PRESENTATION

16:00 – 17:30 SESSION 4: 
MOLECULAR EPIDEMIOLOGY AND ROTAVIRUS STRAIN DIVERSITY IN AFRICA

Moderators: 
Mapaseka Seheri, Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University and Martin Nyaga, 
University of the Free State

16:00 - 16:12 Chantal Agbemabiese, Noguchi Memorial Institute for Medical Research/University 
of Ghana – Interspecies transmission of rotaviruses and its evolutionary implication: A 
view from Africa 

16:12 – 16:24 Sebotsana Rasebotsa, University of the Free State, South Africa - Analysis of G1P[8] 
whole genome constellations identifies a vaccine-derived strain in Rwanda

16:24 - 16:36 Julia Liliane Raboba, Ministry of Public Health, Madagascar - Diversity of rotavirus 
genotypes in Madagascar before and after rotavirus vaccine introduction

16:36 – 16:48 Ngah Carine Enjeh, University of Yaoundé, Cameroon - Identification of rotavirus 
strains circulating in the south west region of Cameroon after vaccine introduction 

16:48 – 17:00 Khuzwayo Jere, Malawi Liverpool Welcome Trust Clinical Research Programme - 
Evaluation of rotavirus vaccine effectiveness against G1 and G2 strains possessing a 
DS-1-like genetic backbone In Malawian infants 

17:00 – 17:12 Simone Salvador Boene, National Institute of Health, Mozambique - Whole genome 
characterization of porcine rotavirus a collected in southern Mozambique, reveals 
G9P[13] and G4P[6] strains with a WA-like backbone 

17:12 – 17:30 Discussion – highlighting specific poster presentations

17:30-18:00 POSTER PRESENTATIONS

18:30 - 22:00 SYMPOSIUM DINNER - RED SHED AT EMPERORS PALACE

WEDNESDAY 31 JULY 2019

08:30 – 11:00 SESSION 5: 
ROTAVIRUS VACCINE IMPLEMENTATION IN AFRICA

Moderators: 
Umesh Parashar, CDC and George Armah, NIMR/University of Ghana

08:30 – 08:55 Michelle Groome, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa - Intussusception and 
rotavirus vaccines – An overview of global and African data 
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08:55 – 09:20 Andy Clark, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK - Mortality 
reduction benefits and intussusception risks of rotavirus vaccination in 135 low- and 
middle-income countries: evaluation of current and alternative schedules 

09:20 – 09:40 Sozinho Acacio, Research Center in Health of Manhica, Mozambique - Impact of 
rotavirus vaccination in children less than 5 years of age in rural southern Mozambique 

09:40 – 10:00 Sammy Khagayi, Kenya Medical Research Institute - Effectiveness of a monovalent 
rotavirus vaccine against hospitalization with acute rotavirus gastroenteritis in Kenyan 
children 

10:00 – 10:20 Atif Riaz, Aga Khan University, Pakistan - Impact assessment of rotavirus vaccine 
introduction in Pakistan’s routine immunization program 

10 :20 – 11 :00 Discussion – highlighting some specific posters in this section

11:00 – 11:30 REFRESHMENTS & POSTER PRESENTATION

11:30 – 13:30 SESSION 6: 
ROTAVIRUS VACCINE DEVELOPMENT UPDATES

Moderators: 
Carl Kirkwood, BMGF and Michelle Groome, Wits University

11:30 – 11:45 Umesh Parashar, CDC, USA - An overview of the current and future rotavirus vaccines 

11:45 – 12:05 Ved Singh and Bernd Benninghoff, GSK, Belgium - Success story of human rotavirus 
vaccines in Africa and beyond! Lessons learned 

12:05 – 12:25 Sai D. Prasad, Bharat, India - ROTAVAC® and ROTAVAC® 5D – Product development 
and programmatic implementation 

12:25 – 12:45 A Desai Sajjad, Serum Institute, India - Updates on Rotasiil rotavirus vaccine 

12:45 – 13:10 Lee Fairlie, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa –  Safety and immunogenicity 
of P2-VP8 subunit vaccine 

13 :10 – 13 :30 Discussion

13:30 – 15:00 LUNCH & POSTER PRESENTATION

15:00 - 17:00 SESSION 7: 
CELEBRATION OF THE AFRICAN ROTAVIRUS NETWORK 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
AND THE SOUTH AFRICAN MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL (SAMRC) 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY

Theme: A decade of rotavirus vaccination in Africa
Highlights of the achievements of both the African Rotavirus Network and 
collaboration with the SAMRC

Moderator: 
Dr Michael Mol

Panellists to include South African Department of Health, BMGF, WHO, GAVI, UNICEF, 
South African Medical Research Council & African Rotavirus Network

17:00 - 18:00 NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES 
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THURSDAY 1 AUGUST 2019

08:30 – 10:30 SESSION 8: 
SCIENTIFIC ADVANCES IN ROTAVIRUS RESEARCH IN AFRICA

Moderators: 
Khuzwayo Jere, Malawi LWTCRP and Roger Glass, NIH

08:30 – 08:50 Peter Mwangi, University of the Free State, South Africa – Molecular characterization of 
rotavirus strains using whole genome sequencing reveals unique changes
post-rotavirus vaccine introduction in Zambia 

08:50 – 09:10 Theresa Resch, CDC – Increased expression of pro- inflammatory markers in children 
with intussusception in South Africa 

09:10 – 09:30 Chikondi Malamba, Malawi Liverpool Welcome Trust  Clinical Research Programme 
(Malawi LWTCRP) – Rotavirus vaccine shedding is associated with increased frequency 
of circulating T-follicular helper and T-helper cells in Malawian infants 

09:30 – 09:50 Ernest Wandera Apondi, Kenya Medical Research Institute  – Genomic characterization 
of uncommon human G3P[6] rotavirus strains that emerged in Kenya after rotavirus 
vaccination 

09:50 – 10:10 Marno Huysers, North West University, Potchefstroom, South Africa  – Local 
implementation and optimization of plasmid-only rotavirus reverse genetics 

10:10 – 10:30 Discussion – Questions and Answer

10:30 – 11:00 REFRESHMENTS & POSTER PRESENTATIONS

11:00 - 12:55 SESSION 9: 
THE ECONOMIC AND PUBLIC HEALTH IMPACT OF ROTAVIRUS VACCINES IN 
AFRICA

Moderators: 
Deborah Atherly, PATH and Justice Nonvignon, University of Ghana

11:00 - 11:10 Deborah Atherly, PATH, USA - Short opening statement of economic evaluations in 
Africa

11:10 - 11:35 Gitte Giersing, WHO, Switzerland – 'How can the TSE approach inform the public 
health value proposition for next generation rotavirus vaccines? 

11:35 - 11:55 John Anderson, Research Consultant, USA  – Effects of geographic and economic 
heterogeneity on the burden of rotavirus diarrhea and the impact and  cost 
effectiveness of vaccination in Nigeria

11:55 - 12:15 Palwasha Anwari, Independent, Afghanistan – Potential impact and cost-effectiveness 
of rotavirus vaccination in Afghanistan 

12:15 - 12:35 Frederic Debellut, PATH, Switzerland - Impact and cost-effectiveness of rotavirus 
vaccination in Palestine

12:35 - 12:55 Clint Pecenka, PATH, USA – Re-evaluating the cost and cost-effectiveness of rotavirus 
vaccination in Bangladesh, Ghana and Malawi: A comparison across three WHO pre-
qualified vaccines 

12:55 – 14:00 LUNCH & POSTER PRESENTATIONS
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14:00 – 15:30 SESSION 10: 
VACCINE POLICY AND DECISION-MAKING IN AFRICA

Moderators: 
Duncan Steele, BMGF and Fred Were, University of Nairobi

14:00 - 14:25 Thomas Cherian, Independent, India - Introduction of ROTAVAC and RotaSIIL vaccines 
in India: Lessons, challenges and way forward for Africa 

14:25 - 14:45 Veronica Denti, GAVI, Switzerland – Navigating the unprecedented range of rotavirus 
vaccine options now available to Gavi-supported countries 

14:45 – 15:00 Wolfgang Rennart, Rostropovich Vishneskaya Foundation, USA – Introducing rotavirus 
vaccine to LMICs: Establishing sustainable immunization program in Palestine using 
ROTAVAC 

15:00 - 15:20 Shingai Machingaidze, EDCTP, South Africa – Strengthening South-North 
collaboration for research on diarrheal diseases 

15:20 – 15:30 Discussion

15:30 – 16:00 REFRESHMENTS & POSTER PRESENTATIONS

16:00 – 16:30 CLOSING CEREMONY

Moderators: 
Jeffrey Mphahlele, SAMRC and Madeleine Amorissani-Folquet, CHU Cocody, 
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire

Key highlights of symposium/Joint statement: 
Jeffrey Mphahlele, SAMRC 

Announcement of the host country of the 13th African Rotavirus Symposium
Duncan Steele, BMGF and Jason Mwenda, WHO AFRO

Closing remarks
Duncan Steele, BMGF



ANNEXURE E:
CONSOLIDATED INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORT 
FOR THE EVENT 30 JULY TO 01 AUGUST 2019

R

INCOME 5,409,449.21

 BHARAT Biotech 345,047.50

 Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) 3,664,486.14

 Glaxosmithkline (GSK) 627,408.00

 PATH 355,000.00

 South African Medical Research Council (SAMRC) 50,000.00

 Serum Institute of India (SERUM) 367,507.57

EXPENDITURE (3,416,421.33)

1.  Funders expenses (3,287,439.89)

 BHARAT Biotech (333,743.62)

 Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) (1,720,468.21)

 Glaxosmithkline (GSK) (506,848.73)

 PATH (347,264.96)

 South African Medical Research Council (SAMRC) (50,000.00)

 Serum Institute of India (SERUM) (329,114.37)

2.  Funders refunds (128,981.44)

 PATH (Refund paid) (8,422.17)

 Glaxosmithkline (GSK) (Refund to be paid) (120,559.27)

TOTAL SURPLUS 1,993,027.88

The income statement is a true reflection of the income and expenditure as per the SAMRC’s financial records.
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MANDY SALOMO
Office Manager
SAMRC Event Management Office
Date: 27 March 2020

PHILIP du PLESSIS
Divisional Manager
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